
Have you been glued to the Gulf of Mexico oil cam? Horri• ed by the 
millions of gallons of oil and natural gas that continue to gush into 

the Gulf? Saddened by the loss of human and animal life and the habitat 
destruction? Feeling helpless to lend a hand?  

While blaming BP, their subcontractors and the government or boycot-
ting BP stations might hold some visceral appeal, neither is likely to have 
much impact. With all the vitriol spewing forth about big, bad oil com-
panies, it is important to remember our role in this morality play. While 
Pogo’s “we have met the enemy and he is us” might be a bit strong, Amer-
ica’s love of the car and sprawling communities is certainly an accomplice 
to BP’s cost-cutting behavior. Grist.org, surmises that “the rest of us” get 
22% of the blame. We can quibble about the allocation, but it doesn’t take 
a rocket scientist to connect the dots between our nation’s consumptive 
behavior and the Gulf gusher.

ACE was founded on the premise of taking personal responsibility.  
While ACE didn’t coin the phrase “think globally and act locally,” it is 
a moniker for any grass-roots organization like ACE. Taking action in 
response to this environmental and economic disaster is the best way to 
make an impact.

Using greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as a crude proxy for fossil 
fuel consumption, Arlington’s GHG emissions from energy, electricity 
and transportation fuels (13.4 metric tons per capita per year) are slightly 
below the national average (21.7 metric tons per capita per year) and we 
hold our own against our regional neighbors (see chart below). Still, we 
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The Rest of Us: On Taking Responsibility
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National Greenhouse Gas Emissions (metric tons per capita per year)

Canada 22.7
USA 21.7

Denmark 14.1
Germany 11.7

Municipal Greenhouse Gas Emissions (metric tons per capita per year)

Washington, DC 19.7
Loudon County, Virginia 14.2

Arlington County, Virginia 13.4
Guelph, Ontario, Canada 12.2
Copenhagen, Denmark 3.0
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Local Scene

ACE Piloting New Solar Raisers Program

u
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Have you been eyeing solar 
panels for your home for years, 

but never could afford them? Ever 
wanted to learn more about how so-
lar hot water heaters work or wanted 
to help Arlington tackle the climate 
crisis?

This fall, ACE will launch a pilot 
project to bring renewable solar 
energy to Arlington. Modeled after 
old-fashioned Amish barn raisings, 
the Solar Raisers Program will make 
solar hot water heaters more afford-
able to homeowners and reduce our 
dependence on coal and oil.

This project encourages neigh-
bors in the community to join the 
tradition of neighbor helping neigh-
bor. Volunteers will work together, sharing labor and 
skills on a solar hot water heater installation, with 
the understanding that each homeowner that bene! ts 
from the program will “pay it forward” when the 
next participant is ready to install a system on his/
her own home.

The Solar Raisers Program was started by 
the Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative 
(PAREI),a group in Plymouth New Hampshire that 
has completed more than 115 solar water heater in-
stallations in the New Hampshire area. PAREI now 
advises other communities on how to replicate the 
program.

How will it work? A host homeowner will pur-
chase the hot water system of their choice, generally 
at a cost of about $2,300 after tax rebates. Volunteers 
from around the community will then spend a week-
end day helping the homeowner install the solar 
water system in return for good company and a good 
meal. At the end of the day the homeowner has a 
solar hot water heater installed at wholesale material 
costs with no cost of labor.  

The costs saved? Approximately $3,500 in labor 
costs. With the reduced labor costs, the system 
typically pays for itself in less than four years. This 
compares to a seven to nine year period payback a 
full priced installation.

ACE is now accepting applications for homeowners 
interested in participating in our pilot program. Participating 
homeowners must reside in Arlington. We will have a lottery 
in early September to select the ! rst homeowner to host a 
solar raiser. To enter the lottery, please contact Dan Conant at 
conantd@gmail.com and request an application form. We are 
also seeking volunteers to help with the program. For more 
information, contact Dan Conant at 571-243-0745. 

Please visit PAREI’s website to learn more the program: 
www.plymouthenergy.org
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Protecting Pollinators in Our Gardens

Continued from page 1

u

aren’t even close to the real leaders like Copenhagen, 
Denmark with 3.0 metric tons per capita per year.1 .

The sad irony of BP’s “Beyond Petroleum” re-
branding campaign will sting for a long time.  If we 
truly are to move America beyond petroleum, then 
each one of us must act now. Here are a few actions 
you can take to reduce your fossil fuel use, make 
Arlington a more sustainable community, and move 
America toward a cleaner fuel and energy future:

Visit Arlington’s Car-Free Diet website and take • 
steps toward going car-free.
Participate in ACE’s Green Living Challenge which • 
provides 25 fun and easy ways to make a cleaner 
Arlington and green world, including steps to re-
duce your auto dependency.
If you already participate in ACE’s Green Living • 
Challenge, you can (1) reevaluate your pledge to 
see if you can increase your green grade, (2) share 
your stories of the innovative green activities you 

1 Arlington County Clean Energy Plan Task Force, 
Presentation from March 19, 2010 Meeting

are doing and become a Greenovator, and/or (3) get your 
friends, neighbors and co-workers to take the Green Liv-
ing pledge.
Support ACE through a membership donation, sign up • 
as a volunteer for ACE’s outdoor service projects, or at-
tend an ACE educational event.
Become involved with Arlington County initiatives that • 
promote energy security, environmental stewardship, 
and sustainable and equitable economic growth such as 
Fresh AIRE and the ongoing Community Energy Plan.
Get involved in neighborhood redevelopment efforts • 
to promote sustainable development through walkable 
communities, transit-friendly development and im-
proved “destination accessibility.”
Contact your state and federal legislators and advocate • 
for the passage of sustainable clean energy laws.

More resources:
ACE Green Living Challenge: www.arlingtonenviron-• 
ment.org/pledge
Arlington County Car-Free Diet: www.carfreediet.com• 
Arlington County Fresh AIRE: www.arlingtonva.us/aire• 
Arlington County Community Energy Plan: www.• 
arlingtonva.us/energyplan

Your Part in Creating Sustainable Communities

Our hot summer months present a 
great opportunity to enhance your 

garden or balcony to support pollinators 
including insects, birds, and bats. Pol-
linators are essential in maintaining the 
balance in a healthy backyard ecosys-
tem as they aid in the reproduction of 
many plants. 

Here are some tips to attract pollina-
tors to your yard or balcony: 

Plan a garden so that pollinator • 
friendly plants are grouped together 
in small patches, which will help 
attract pollinators.
Provide a variety of ! ower colors • 
and shapes to attract different pol-
linators.
Provide places for bees to nest • 
by leaving dead tree branches on 

the ground, retaining 
direct access to soil in 
well-drained areas, and 
protecting dense grass 
from mowing. 
When possible, choose • 
native plants since our 
native pollinators are 
best adapted to these 
plants.
Avoid or regulate the • 
use of pesticides. If 
some form of pesticide must be 
used, it's preferable to use fast-
acting, short- residual options 
and apply them at dusk when 
pollinators are less likely to be 
active.

u

Attracting pollinators like these mason 
bees is a great contribution to a healthy 
backyard ecosystem.
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A participant in a make-your-own rain barrel workshop con-
verts a pickle barrel into a rain barrel.

A fter putting the last bit of caulk around the faucet, 
and screwing the lid on tight to secure the screen, 

the workshop participant proclaims “I’m done!.” His 
rain barrel is ready to be transported to the backyard 
where it will collect rain water for use on the lawn or 
in the garden.

Since 2007, residents throughout Northern Virginia 
have been participating in workshops to make rain 
barrels out of barrels previously used for shipping. 
Typical barrels were containers for either pickles or 
olives. After drilling two holes, screwing in a faucet 
and a valve to hold an over• ow hose, and covering the 
top with a mesh screen, the barrel is transformed into a 
rain water collection system.

Rain barrels are placed under a downspout to col-
lect water from the roof. Collecting rain water has a 
number of bene• ts. Many rainwater harvesters are 
motivated by saving money. Other bene• ts include 
eliminating potential • ooding in the basement and 
helping reduce stormwater runoff.

The workshops have been organized by the North-
ern Virginia Rain Barrel Program, with participa-
tion by local government jurisdictions in the region 
including Arlington County, the City of Alexandria, 
the City of Falls Church, and Fairfax County work-
ing in partnership with the Northern Virginia Soil 
and Water Conservation District and ACE.

“The rain barrel program helps educate people 
about how much stormwater runoff comes from their 
house, and the impact it has on our local streams,” 
said Aileen Winquist, an environmental planner with 
Arlington County who is one of the program coor-
dinators. “Using the rain barrel gets them started 
with taking actions to reduce that runoff. Follow-up 
surveys have shown than many workshop attendees 
have taken others actions to reduce runoff at home, 
like re-directing their downspouts or installing a 
raingarden.”

Every year, typically between April and Septem-
ber, there are a series of make-your-own rain barrel 
workshops as well as several distribution events, 
where participants who aren’t interested in making 
a barrel can pick up a premade barrel. Over the past 
four years, close to 2,200 rain barrels have been sold 

in the region.
The program has been extremely popular with many 

of the workshops reaching capacity several weeks be-
fore they start. With barrels selling at $60 for premade 
barrels and $50 for make-your-own, the program offers 
barrels at a substantial discount compared to typical 
prices for rain barrels sold in many gardening stores and 
online.

There will be a few more 2010 rain barrel workshops 
scheduled late this summer and fall. To learn more and 
register for a workshop, visit ACE’s website at www.
arlingtonenvironment.org/barrel.php. If you have ques-
tions, call 703-324-1428 or email rainbarrel@fairfax-
county.gov. 
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Creating Wildlife Sanctuaries

Urban Habitat

u

See You at The Arlington County Fair in August

u

Do you want to create habitat 
for birds, butter• ies and other 

bene• cial wildlife on your property, 
but need some help getting started? 
The Audubon Society of Northern 
Virginia can help through their 
Audubon at Home (AAH) Wildlife 
Sanctuary program. Through this 
program, trained volunteer AAH 
ambassadors visit homeowners, 
schools, and other properties to of-
fer in-person guidance on gardening 
and landscaping for wildlife.

Ambassadors help select native 
plants appropriate for the prop-
erty and the kinds of wildlife the 
property owner wants to attract. In 
addition, ambassadors can provide 
advice on reducing pesticide use, 
limiting stormwater runoff, and 
other environmentally-friendly 
gardening practices. 

AAH ambassadors can also 
help you certify properties as an 
of• cial AAH Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Participants in this program must 
document that they’ve attracted at 
least 10 out of 30 possible sanctuary 
species -- birds, butter• ies, amphib-
ians, dragon• ies and other animals 

that can bene• t from more habitat 
in our region. Nearly all of these 
species are found in some part of 
Arlington.

Certi• ed properties receive an 
attractive sign announcing their 
status as an AAH Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. The signs also serve as an in-
spiration to friends and neighbors. 

Schools, places of worship, 
businesses and other properties 
can participate as well. Participa-
tion in the program is free and is 
funded by a National Audubon 
Society grant • nanced by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
National Resources Conservation 
Service.

The recently completed Ar-
lington Natural Resources Inven-
tory Plan shows that little natural 
habitat remains in the County. 
Our best chance to expand habitat 
in Arlington is in our backyards, 
schoolyards, and other managed 
landscapes. 

For more information, please 
contact Cliff Fairweather, AAH 
coordinator at the Audubon Society 
of Northern Virginia: cliff@audu-

bonva.org or 703-438-6025. You 
can also visit www.audubonva.org 
to view online  resources.

Arlington Traditional School is working 
on Audubon at Home Wildlife Sanctuary 
certi! cation for their garden. Pictured are 
Mary Van Dyke, a volunteer who manages 
the gardens and conducts nature educa-
tion, and ATS principal Holly Hawthorne.
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I t’s time again for the Arlington County Fair. The 
34th annual fair will be held August 18-22 at the 

air-conditioned Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 
located at 3501 Second Street South, Arlington. 

Please come by the ACE booth to enter our raf• e, 
see our green living display, and learn about volun-
teer opportunities and upcoming events. We also need 
volunteers to help staff the exhibit. The fair is free and 
there are complimentary shuttle buses from several 
Arlington locations. For more information, visit the 
website at www.arlingtoncountyfair.org.
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Going Green Doesn’t Have to be Scary. . . 

Please join us for ACE’s biggest and best fund-
raising event of the year! 

Hallowgreen Gala
Wednesday, October 27

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. VIP Reception at Twisted Vines 
Bottleshop and Bistro, 2803 Columbia Pike, 

Arlington
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Main Event at The Salsa Room, 

2619 Columbia Pike, Arlington 
u

We invite you to eat, drink and be entertained. 
Share your scariest environmental scenario in 
the Eco-Horror display contest. You can find 
additional details and purchase tickets on ACE’s 
website: www.arlingtonenvironment.org. Buy 
tickets on or before September 21 for early bird 
rates.

We are seeking sponsors, silent auction dona-
tions, and volunteers for this event. If you are 
interested in making a donation or joining the 
gala planning committee, please contact Elenor 
Hodges at elenor@arlingtonenvironment.org or 
703-228-6427.

Photos by Will Schermerhorn from the ! rst Hallowgreen 
gala in October 2008.
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Join ACE Today!

Thanks to Our Volunteers and Partners

Individual Volunteers: Jennifer Abel, Ben Barron, Lori Brent, Cathy Broad, Dan Bronson, Annie Budway, Jes-
sica Call, Jacob Clark, Dominic DiGiorgio, Suzanne Doian, Rich Ferlauto, David Garcia, Christian  Garcia, Claudia 
Gomez, Diana Gray, Margaret Gray, Bill Grothman, Peggy Hale, Jordan Higgins, Pat Hilgard, Hillary Horn, Jim 
Hurley, Margaret Keiffer, Rosemary Lef• er, Susan & Iolaire McFadden, Liz McHugh, Nancy Murphy, Marty Nielsen, 
Maria Carolina Pulido, RJ Robinson, Virginia Robinson, Marianne Schwanke, Simone Sisk, Joshua Stearns, Andrew 
Tappert, Mary Van Dyke, Dana White, and Ed Zellen.

We apologize if we overlooked anyone!

Service Project Partners and Group Participants: Boy Scout Pack # 632 from Arlington Traditional School, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Youth Group, Girl Scout Troop # 3544 from Patrick Henry Elementary 
School, Marymount University, Northern Virginia Geocaching Organization, The Ritz-Carlton Pentagon City, Wash-
ington Lee High School Environmental Club, and the Westin Arlington Gateway.

ACE News

The work ACE does depends 
strongly on our individual 

donors. Become an ACE member 
by joining today! ACE member-
ships also make great gifts. You 
can join at one of the following 
levels:

Individual/household: $35• 
Sustaining: $50• 
Contributing: $100• 
Potomac River Club: $500• 

ACE supporters receive the op-
portunity to shape ACE policies and 
programs, as well as special an-
nouncements, gift certi" cates from 
community businesses, and invita-
tions to events such as hikes, bird 
watching trips, and organic tastings.

Donations to ACE support our 
outreach in the schools, green living 
programs, services projects, water-
shed enhancements, and promotion 

of wildife habitats.
You can join online by visiting 

www.arlingtonenvironment.org  
(payment by Paypal and credit card 
accepted) or by sending a check 
made payable to ACE to 3308 S. 
Stafford Street, Arlington, Virginia 
22206.

If you have any questions, please 
contact us at 703-228-6427 or 
of" ce@arlingtonenvironment.org.

u

ACE Board of Directors

Liz Appel
Jennifer Bagnell-Stuart

Katelyn Collier
Dan Conant

Elizabeth Gearin (treasurer)
Lisa Gomes-Casseres (vice chair)

Megan Hauptman (student representative)
Glenn Hoffman
Takis Karantonis
Colleen Morgan
Michael Murtha

Phil Rizzi
Alan Schreck (chair)

Heather Schaefer
Bart Yablonsky



Mark Your Calendars

Summer Outreach. We’re looking 
for volunteers available afternoons 
or weekends to staff booths at 
farmers’ markets, ethnic festivals, 
and the Arlington County Fair (on 
August 19 to 22.) Spanish-language 
skills are a plus. Email volunteer@
arlingtonenvironment.org to request 
a volunteer application.

Four Mile Run Cleanup. Satur-
day, September 25, 10:00 a.m .to 
noon. Barcroft Park, 4200 S. Four 
Mile Run Drive, Arlington. Held in 
conjunction with the International 
Coastal Cleanup and Clean Virginia 
Waterways Day. ACE volunteers 
will be collecting and tallying trash.

Hallowgreen. Wednesday, Oc-
tober 27. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. VIP 
Reception. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Main 
Event. VIP Reception at Twisted 
Vines Bottleshop and Bistro, 2803 
Columbia Pike, Arlington. Main 
event at The Salsa Room, 2619 
Columbia Pike, Arlington. Please 
join us for ACE’s biggest and 
best fundraising event of the 
year. If purchased on or before 
September 21, tickets are $50 per 
person for the main event and 
$150 per person for VIPs. More 
information on page 6 or at www.
arlingtonenvironment.org.

Visit our web site, www.arlingtonenvironment.org, for details, updates and additional events. To volunteer, contact us 
at volunteer@arlingtonenvironment.org or 703-228-6406.
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Join ACE Today
Please join or renew your 
membership to support the 
only conservation organization 
working exclusively in Arling-
ton County: www.arlingtonen-
vironment.org.

We appreciate everyone who 
donates to ACE through the 
National Capital Area Com-
bined Federal Campaign. 
ACE’s CFC number is 83504. 
More information: www.
cfcnca.org.


